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Message from Headteacher – Mrs S. Ahmed
It has been another exciting, memorable and successful term whilst also being extremely challenging and at times,
very difficult. I hope you will agree, despite the on-going difficult situation we find ourselves in, we have ensured that
the school continues to improve and have endeavoured to provide the best possible educational experience for each
and every one of our wonderful children. As always, thank you to you and the children for your on-going support
throughout during the autumn/winter term but it would also be remiss of me not to thank the wonderful and simply
amazing staff team we have. They go above and beyond every day to make the ordinary extraordinary for the good of
you all and continue to put their own fears aside for the good of the children.
As the new spring term begins, I would like to pray for a safe, successful and enjoyable time ahead for our families.
We hope to continue with all our planned learning, events and trips so please keep note of the dates set in our diary.
I would like to take this opportunity to bid farewell to Ms Fatema Khatun who begins her maternity leave. May Allah
SWT reward Ms Khatun for all her hard work, support and effort with her pupils at Azhar and shower his blessings
upon her.
At the same time, I would like to welcome Ms Samia Tasnim, our new Year 3 teacher who has joined us this term. I
pray for her success and hope they she will enjoy being part of our Azhar family until Ms Al-Sikafe’s return.

COVID-19 Reporting
A reminder that if your child exhibits any of the recognised symptoms of COVID-19 they should remain
off school, with the recommendation that they take a PCR (lab based) test. The PCR test is available at
pre-booked testing centres and by home delivery. Lateral Flow Tests should not be used once someone
is showing symptoms. To accurately record your child’s attendance, please keep us up-to-date with your
situation, especially once a positive PCR test result is received. The detail we would appreciate will
include the return date which will be advised by the NHS Test and Trace team who contact you after the
result. Notifications of a positive test should be emailed to school.
Following the news of the spread of the Covid-19 Omicron variant, we would like to remind parents of
the most important things they can do to reduce your risk of exposure to the virus.


Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth. Make sure that your hands are clean when you
put on and remove your mask.



Keep a physical distance of at least 1 metre from others.



Avoid poorly ventilated or crowded spaces.



Open windows to improve ventilation indoors.



Wash your hands regularly.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
MashaAllaah, this month’s attendance winner is Year 5 Class who achieved
97.27% attendance. Well Done!

Hifz Awards
Completion of Juz 30: MashaAllaah to Abdallah Hadj-Rabia
Completion of Juz 2: MashaAllaah to Hawwah Tailor
Completion of Juz 3: MashaAllaah to Adeeba Farah
Completion of Juz 10: MashaAllaah to Talha Mangera
May Allah SWT keep them steadfast in their recitation. Aameen.

Stars of The Term
Reception: Yusuf Khan – for always being polite and following the classroom rules.
Year 1: Mariam Qureshi – for showing a huge improvement in managing emotions, having good behaviour,
amazing effort in work, being helpful and kind to other students.
Year 2: Rumaysa Choudhury – for consistently showing very good manners and exemplary behaviour.
Year 3: Abdul Aziz Sheikh – for being a great role model for the class, always being helpful and mentoring his
classmates. Also, for making a solid effort to avoid distractions that could interrupt his learning process.
Year 4: Nusaybah Raza – for working incredibly hard in all areas of learning, persevering and building
resilience when she found work challenging and always being exemplary with her behaviour to the rest of her
classmates.
Year 5: Khalil Murat – for always displaying enthusiasm and effort for learning across all subjects as well as
being a great role model in excellent behaviour.
Year 6: Zaynab Emran – for showing amazing akhlaaq and always ready to learn.

Junior Travel Ambassadors News
With winter in full force our JTAs have already set to work on raising awareness of the
impact of idling on the environment. The children learnt how air pollution was made much
worse by leaving engines running whilst sat in a car. We have noticed many families do this
during drop off and pick up times. Our JTAs would like to share the following message:
If you come to school early, please wrap up warm with a coat and a jumper and switch off
your engine. Over a hundred people walk up the street close to the school and don’t want
to have to walk through excess fumes. This is also very bad for children with chest
conditions and asthma. So don’t be an engine idler!!!
For the health and well-being of pupils, families and staff, please turn your engine off once
you have parked safely, legally and with consideration, as pollution reduces air quality.
 Unnecessary idling of a car engine is a traffic offence
 Air pollution can cause serious health issues
 If a car is left idling for more than 10 seconds it uses more fuel than the cost of
restarting the engine
 Excess idling can damage car engines, damage cylinders, spark plugs and exhaust
systems.

Late Collection

End of day collection from school is equally as important for a child as punctual arrival to
school in the morning. Not being collected on time can affect a child's emotional wellbeing. Please ensure you make every effort to pick your child(ren) up from school on time
at 3:40pm or 4.40pm for Hifz children.
We have noticed a number of late collections this term. Following this we want to remind
parents that parents who do not collect their children by 3:50pm (or 4.50pm for Hifz
children) will be charged £10 for the first 15 minutes and £5 for every 5 minutes
after. This payment will be invoiced and payment will be required within 24 hours of
receiving the fine.

School Parliament News
Our School Parliament ministers helped with the recent bake sale to raise
money for essential resources in Reception class. They all worked as a team
to ensure the smooth running of the bake sale and have raised a fantastic
£465!
Well done to everyone who took part.
The ministers have planned more exciting initiatives for the upcoming new
term so watch this space!

DIARY DATES
EVENT

DATE

Inset Day

Tuesday, 4th January 2022

Reception Trip to
Kidzania

Wednesday, 26th January 2022

Handwriting Competition

Thursday, 27th January 2022

Year 1 Trip to Science
Museum

Thursday, 3rd February 2022

Year 2 Trip to
Whipsnade Zoo

Thursday, 3rd February 2022

Children’s Mental Health
Week

Monday, 7th February 2022

Safer Internet Day

Tuesday, 8th February 2022

Skipathon

Wednesday, 9th February 2022

Thursday, 10th February 2022 AM
Azhar’s Got Talent!
Thursday, 10th February 2022 PM
Parents Academic Review
Reception Parent Phonics
Sessions

Monday 17th -Thursday 27th January (Parents will be given a
date and time to attend)

Islamic Studies Corner
السلام عليكم و رحمة هللا و بر كاته
I pray this finds you in the best of health and Imaan.
This month the children have been learning about a variety of topics.

Reception children have
learnt about the 5 Pillars
of Islam.

Year 2 have completed the
Fiqh topic this month - the
children have learnt how to
perform Tayammum,
practically implementing this
too.
They also learnt how to pray
Salaah practically with the
Surahs & Duas they have learnt
so far.

Year 3 children have been learning all
about Aqaaid (Islamic Beliefs) Prophets, minor sins, major sins and
general beliefs Muslims hold in Islam.

Year 5 have been learning
about Umrah and Hajj this term
and they have also learnt the
Talbiyah which should be
recited by the person who is
wearing the Ihraam.

Most importantly, all children have ended this term with an informative lesson on
Prophet Isa (as) prior to the Holidays. We have completed activities in class and
children have confidently learnt about the importance of Prophet Isa (as) in all
religions.

EYFS NEWS
This month of December was very exciting for Early Years. Reception went on a trip to
the Gruffalo Trail, at Thorndon Country Park, near Brentwood and Nursery had lots of
fun interacting with their favourite Traditional Tales and even had a Gruffalo Tea Party!
Take a look at the pictures below to see what else we have got up to in December.
Nursery explored Goldilocks and the Three bears ….

Children shared their opinions
about their favourite parts of the
story and described a character.
They also learnt the important
morals behind each story like
entering a house without
permission, stranger danger and
taking things that don’t belong to
us.

The story of Goldilocks helped
the children learn to count to 3
and explore sizes: big, medium
and small. Children learnt new
vocabulary and came up with
wonderful ideas to describe
Goldilocks and the three bears.

For awe and wonder,
children tasted salty and
sweet porridge then made
their own perfect porridge.
Children spoke about the
taste and texture of the
porridge, “It’s lumpy”, “It’s
cold”, “It’s salty”, “It’s
sweet” they exclaimed!

Many children showed keen interest in drilling and construction so we set
up a workstation to mend Little Bear’s broken chair!
The children were very excited and eager to use the real electric drill to
screw the legs of the broken chair on again. They used good hand eye
coordination and showed excellent concentration as well as remembering
to follow all the safety reminders.

Children were also interested in making
a real fire therefore we used bamboo
sticks with some logs and paper to
create a fire setting. The children were
thrilled with the end product and sat
around it.

We hope parents enjoyed our
class assembly on the Little
Red Hen. The children
enjoyed performing it using
Talk for Writing and Makaton
signs.

We finished off the term by having an
exciting Gruffalo party. The children
thoroughly enjoyed all the food that
parents had kindly donated, the ice
cream was definitely a top hit! We also
played a variety of games including
musical chairs, in which we
cooperatively cheered each other on.

Reception Trip to The Gruffalo Trail…
Reception children were so excited to meet their favourite book character, the
Gruffalo. Throughout their trip there were lots of opportunities to explore and
engage with the different characters and parts of the story. Led by a very
knowledgeable and helpful park ranger, the children journeyed through the deep,
dark woods whilst interacting with the natural environment in creative ways. There
were many activities the children took part in such as investigating habitats, learning
about hibernation, making Gruffalo crumble using natural materials around them,
creating an owl and even doing head stands and singing. All activities promoted key
areas of learning - physical development, understanding the world, expressive arts
and design as well as communication and language.

SCHOOL TRIPS...
Year 5 Trip to The Imperial War Museum
Year 5 visited The Imperial War Museum as part of their learning of
World War 2. They took part in filming a documentary in the museum
about what happened in the war, the causes and the impact on
different groups of people. They were able to see and go into different
types of air raid shelters.

GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS WHO VOLUNTEER ON
SCHOOL TRIPS
If you have any questions about a school trip, please see the class teacher. We do appreciate your
help on school trips – it would be difficult to organise visits outside school without parent
volunteers. The aim of this guide is to give you all the information you need to make your time both
worthwhile and enjoyable.














Parents may not always have their own child in their group.
Mobile phones and cameras are not permitted to be used.
All children need to be treated equally e.g. your own child cannot be given food/sweets.
The teacher will give parent helpers a list of children for whom they are responsible.
All children are told that they must stay with their group and the group adult at all times.
If the trip involves a coach journey, please help the children in your group to put on and fit their
seatbelts. Children are not allowed to eat or drink on the coaches. The class teacher has sick
bucket/bags, if needed.
The class teacher is responsible for ALL first aid and medication. The class teacher leads the rules,
routines and expectations for the day. Please help the teacher by ensuring your group follows all
instructions e.g. when to eat and drink.
If there is a medical or other emergency, let the class teacher know immediately. The class teacher
is responsible for contacting the school in emergency situations.
If you need to leave your group for any reason, please inform another adult.
If appropriate, children will be permitted to bring their own money on the trip. This should not be
supplemented in any way nor gifts bought for individual children or groups.
Parent volunteers are asked to keep the same degree of confidentiality as in school. If you have
any queries or problems concerning the trip, please direct these in the first instance to the class
teacher, or if you would rather, the Head teacher on return from the trip.

