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Message from Headteacher – Mrs S. Ahmed
SubhanAllaah, the weeks seem to be racing past and we are coming to the end of the first half of the Spring term
already. This term has been particularly challenging with many absences due to Covid-19. I am aware that some
classes have not be taught by their regular teachers at certain times over the last few weeks. Please be assured that
we have been and always will try and achieve as much consistency as possible for your children where possible, with
all work planned collaboratively by the class teachers. The alternative to this would have been to put classes together
in larger groups or to send classes home if we simply did not have the staff to operate. This is highly unlikely and
would be something that we would only consider as a last resort in an emergency. We appreciate your continued
support with this.
Nevertheless, the children have enjoyed their learning this term. The Science units have been particularly exciting for
pupils as they have been fascinated by learning about the human body; whether learning about the names of bones in
our body, the digestive system, the circulatory system or conducting a practical dissection of a heart!
The educational visits to a range of places linked to pupil learning have also been something the children have looked
forward to. Whipsnade Zoo, The Sea Life Centre London Aquarium, The Science Museum, Centre of the Cell at Queen
Mary University, Discovery Centre and Shoreditch Street Art are all places the children have visited this term MashaAllaah.
Sadly, we will be saying farewell to 2 members of staff at the end of this term Ms Zeinab Abdi and Aapa Lubna
(maternity leave). May Allah SWT reward both our staff members for their hard work, support and effort with their
pupils. May He grant them with good health and shower His blessings upon them.
At the same time, I would like to welcome Ms Hediyah Mehraj, our new Year 5 teacher. I pray for her success and
hope that she will enjoy being part of our Azhar family. Aapa Thana will be taking over Aapa Lubna’s role as Year 6 and
Year 2 Islamic Studies teacher, while Aapa Shayma will revert back to teaching the Year 3 Islamic Studies lessons.
Value of the month for January:

World Book Day
This year we will be celebrating World Book Day on
Thursday 3rd March. We have some great activities
planned for the day, including story sharing and stop, drop
and read! Children can come to school dressed as their
favourite book character. As part of their costume, children
should display an ambitious vocabulary. We are hoping to
hold a vocabulary parade and it would be lovely to see a
range of fun exciting words.
Please note the vocabulary must be appropriate – no
slang!

ANTI BULLYING
Bullying is usually defined as repeated, unwanted
and unkind behaviour which is intended to hurt
someone either emotionally or physically.
Bullying can happen anywhere and can make
people feel hurt, upset, unhappy and angry. It
can happen face to face or via technology such
as mobile phones, email or over the internet.
At Azhar Academy Primary School we do not
tolerate any form of bullying and throughout the
year we promote anti- bullying messages.
As well as speaking to any adult in their
classroom or the playground, children can use
the worry box as a way to talk to someone about
bullying or anything else that they are feeling
upset or worried about.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
MashaAllaah, this month’s attendance winner is Year 1 Class who achieved
96.13% attendance. Well Done!

Hifz Awards
Completion of Juz 30: Haroun Aidaoui
Completion of Juz 1: Yusuf Hasnat
Completion of Juz 2: Medina Ali & Aleemah Alam
Completion of Juz 3: Aadam Hasnat
Completion of Juz 4: Aaminah Hajee
Completion of Juz 6: Maryam Tailor & Sulaymaan
Mohmed
Completion of Juz 8: Maryam Patel & Aisha Hajee
Completion of Juz 9: Marwa Yuusuf
Completion of Juz 13: Jaabir Akere

YEAR 2 – SATs Booster
Class
Weekly SATs Booster
Classes will be held every
Wednesday commencing
on 23rd February from
3:45pm to 4:30pm. Year
2 parents, please join the
class teacher and your
child for these sessions in
order to support your
child for the upcoming
SATs in May.

May Allah SWT keep them steadfast in their recitation.
Aameen.

Academic Calendar
Next year's academic year 2022-23
calendar has been emailed to all
parents. This is also viewable on the
school website. Please take note of
the school holiday dates when
planning any family holidays. The
school will not authorise any
holidays taken during term time.

Internet Safety
Workshop for Parents
We will be holding an Internet Safety
workshop for parents on Tuesday
22nd February 2022 between
9am-10am. This workshop will
provide advice and support on how
to talk to your children about a
variety of online safety concerns.

Junior Travel Ambassadors News
The school junior travel ambassadors have worked very hard this month on
preparing a special assembly to promote road safety. They held their assembly on
Monday and presented the dangers of the road, how to stay safe as a pedestrian or
a passenger in a car as well as touching on reducing carbon footprint to the whole
school. The assembly was well received by their peers and teachers.

School Parliament News

Azhar’s
2022
It has been a busy month for our budding ministers. They have organised a talent
show and have been holding auditions to seek out the best AAPS talent of 2022!
The competition has been fierce with a whole range of competing acts, including
solo and group nasheed artists, dancers and gymnasts. The first round of
auditions has taken place the remaining acts will perform on Monday 7th
February. The finalists will take part in our Azhar’s Got Talent show on Thursday
10th February.

DIARY DATES
EVENT

DATE

Year 6 Trip to Shoreditch
Wednesday 2nd February 2022
Street Art
Year 1 Trip to Science
Museum

Thursday 3rd February 2022

Year 2 Whipsnade Zoo

Thursday 3rd February 2022

Children’s Mental Health
Week

Monday, 7th February 2022

Year 3 Trip to Queen
Mary University

Tuesday, 8th February 2022

Safer Internet Day

Tuesday, 8th February 2022

Year 4 Trip to Science
Museum

Wednesday, 9th February 2022

Skipathon

Wednesday, 9th February 2022

Azhar’s Got Talent!

Thursday, 10th February 2022 AM

Parents Academic Review Thursday, 10th February 2022 PM
Reception Parent Phonics
Sessions

Parents will be given a date and time to attend next term.

World book Day

Thursday 3rd March 2022

British Science Week

Week commencing 7th March 2022

Sign Language Week

Week commencing 14th March 2022

World Water Day

Tuesday 22nd March 2022

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART – SKIPATHON
AAPS will be taking part in the British Heart Foundations’ Jump Rope for the Heart on
Wednesday 9th February 2022. This campaign will be run by the year 3 class. Throughout
the day, skipping challenges will take place across the school. A sponsorship for was
circulated last week in order to raise funds for the British Heart Foundation. Please return
this form by Thursday 9th February 2022. Jazakallah Khair.

Kick-Start Your Health

Scan, Swipe and Swap your way to better health!

The better health campaign has been launched to encourage people
across the UK to lose excess weight, eat healthier and get active this
summer.
At Azhar Academy Primary School, we have been learning about
healthier habits using the ultimate healthy hack, the free Food Scanner
app from Better Health.
We have been exploring what a balanced diet looks like and why it is
important to know what is in our food and drink, and then making
simple, healthier eating swaps using the free Food Scanner app. By
simply scanning and swiping barcodes, the app shows how much
saturated fat, salt and sugar is in everyday foods and drinks and gives
suggestions for healthier alternatives. A fun augmented reality feature
helps you celebrate your good choices.
By making a few easy swaps, you can make a real difference to your
child’s health.
Healthy changes start with little changes!
Pupils could show their parents:
● What happens when you scan a barcode?
● What the app tells you about different foods (sugar,
saturated fat and salt)
● What happens when you press the ‘See it to believe
it’ button
● The different products you can swap to
● What a Good Choice product is
● Their favourite thing about the app

Islamic Studies Corner
السلام عليكم و رحمة هللا و بر كاته
I pray this finds you in the best of health and Imaan.
This month the children have been learning about a variety of topics.

This term Year 3 are studying the
Seerah of our Beloved Prophet
(s.a.w).The children explored the
qualities and characteristics of a
warrior and how these qualities
helped strengthen the Muslims and
Islam when the two great warriors
Hadhrat Hamzah and Hadhrat
Umar ibn Khattab accepted Islam.
This month Year 6, have been
exploring the journey of Seerah
and learning about the relationship
between Our Beloved Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) and His closest
friend Abu Bakr (ra).

Year 1 have studied the different
attributes of Allah (swt) and have
carried out role plays enacting the
differences in our life without the
blessings of Allah (swt) as The
Most Merciful and The Provider.

Year 4 have been studying the
different events that took place
throughout the life of the Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), in particular The Pledge of Aqabah, Hijrah,
The Battle of Badr, The Battle of
Uhud and The Battle of Ahzab
(Trenches).

EYFS NEWS
Despite numerous disruptions and absences in Early Years over this month, the children
have continued to amaze us with their resilience and flexibility. The children have been
enjoying learning about ‘People Who help Us’- please see our January learning story
below.
We started the term learning about ‘Doctors’. Children learnt lots of useful vocabulary
and names of different equipment that doctors use like stethoscopes, thermometers,
otoscopes and how to listen to their heartbeat. We talked about important organs like the
heart, lungs and brain and how we can look after them.

Doctor on call

We had a parent volunteer
who spoke about her role as
a doctor. She showed real
equipment that doctors use
to help people who are sick.
The children were very
fascinated to see how to
take someone’s blood
pressure.

Children used stethoscopes to listen to their heartbeat and learnt what happens to our
heartbeat after exercising.

As part of our week on ‘Doctors’ we also learnt all about what makes us sick and looked
very closely at germs! We did the germ experiment using glitter, soap and water. The
experiment highlighted the importance of washing our hands properly with soap.

Germ
experiment

Using Crutches

Many children were inquisitive about crutches so we brought in real crutches and a
walking frame to show the children and allow them to explore how to use them. We
spoke about having respect and empathy for people who use them and how to be extra
considerate when we are near anyone using them.

Dentist Drop-In

We also looked at the role of a Dentist.
We had a visit from a dentist who
shared vital information about teeth
and the correct ways to brush our
teeth and look after them.

For our awe and wonder session, we
looked at the effects of plaque. Ms Ejaz
showed the children what happens
when we eat sweets and how plaque
stays on the teeth until we thoroughly
brush our teeth.

+

Opticians and Eye Care

Learning about the role of
opticians was also really fun. We
had a parent volunteer who spoke
about the importance of taking
good care of your eyes by not
having too much screen time and
eating healthy food.

The children had a great opportunity to use a microscope to see things that are
microscopic and we can’t see with the naked eye. Children looked at onions and flower
petals and were amazed at the patterns and colours under the microscope.

PE

We started our indoor PE sessions
this month and the children
absolutely enjoyed using all the PE
equipment such as balancing beams,
climbing frames, to name a few. The
PE sessions provided a great
opportunity to develop children’s
core mobility, support growth motor
skills and strengthen their muscles.
We were all immensely proud of
how the children remembered to
stay safe and take turn when using
the apparatus. Next term, the
children will use the playground
equipment on Acacia Road to do PE
outdoors.

Application for a place at a Primary School in September 2022

Was your child born between 1 September 2017 and 31 August 2018? If so,
you MUST apply for a Reception school place for them If you have not done
so already. The deadline was 15 January 2022. Please note we only have
spaces for 24 children in our Reception Class which means not all children
who have applied will get a place. Therefore, we strongly advise parents to
apply to other schools.

Nursery Drop-Off
Please make sure you drop off your child at the Nursery gates. Do not ask your child to
walk from your car to the gates. This is very dangerous. We will not allow children to be
dropped off in this way and we will require immediate meeting with parents in these
instances.

Snack
We have had a number of children who have been bringing in unhealthy snacks and
Nutella. Please remember we are a nut free school that promotes healthy eating.

Clothing
Please label all clothing as we have a growing number of items without names. Our PE
uniform is navy blue jogging bottoms and white vests. No tights should be worn on PE
days, Mondays and Thursdays.

Some photos
from the
Calligraphy
Workshop…

SCHOOL TRIPS...
Reception Class Trip to Kidzania
Kidzania is a place where every child is given the freedom to be whoever
they want and explore a unique indoor city, created just for them.
Children can only aspire to what they know exists! From an airline Pilot to,
Firefighter to radio, DJ, the children worked, played and learned whilst
having fun.
Working collaboratively and independently, the children were empowered
to discover their individual passions, talents and skills through a range of
educational, exciting and immersive experiences that they have never
experienced before.

Year 5 Trip to Sea Life Adventures
Year 5 visited Sea Life London Aquarium as part of their
learning of living things and their life cycles in Science. They
were able to walk in awe through Pacific Ocean tunnels,
tropical rainforests, shark reef encounter, penguin point and
closer to home Thames Walk, as well as observe, first-hand,
ecosystems, environmental changes, evolution and marine
conservation.

GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS WHO VOLUNTEER ON
SCHOOL TRIPS
If you have any questions about a school trip, please see the class teacher. We do appreciate your
help on school trips – it would be difficult to organise visits outside school without parent
volunteers. The aim of this guide is to give you all the information you need to make your time both
worthwhile and enjoyable.














Parents may not always have their own child in their group.
Mobile phones and cameras are not permitted to be used.
All children need to be treated equally e.g. your own child cannot be given food/sweets.
The teacher will give parent helpers a list of children for whom they are responsible.
All children are told that they must stay with their group and the group adult at all times.
If the trip involves a coach journey, please help the children in your group to put on and fit their
seatbelts. Children are not allowed to eat or drink on the coaches. The class teacher has sick
bucket/bags, if needed.
The class teacher is responsible for ALL first aid and medication. The class teacher leads the rules,
routines and expectations for the day. Please help the teacher by ensuring your group follows all
instructions e.g. when to eat and drink.
If there is a medical or other emergency, let the class teacher know immediately. The class teacher
is responsible for contacting the school in emergency situations.
If you need to leave your group for any reason, please inform another adult.
If appropriate, children will be permitted to bring their own money on the trip. This should not be
supplemented in any way nor gifts bought for individual children or groups.
Parent volunteers are asked to keep the same degree of confidentiality as in school. If you have
any queries or problems concerning the trip, please direct these in the first instance to the class
teacher, or if you would rather, the Head teacher on return from the trip.

