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Message from Headteacher – Mrs S. Ahmed
I pray that you had a restful break and spent time with your loved ones. We had a fruitful first half term MashaAllaah
and we now look forward to the exciting opportunities that lie in wait for this half term.
The parents academic review meetings were a huge success with almost all parents in attendance. It was lovely to see
so many parents taking a keen interest in their child’s learning. We received such positive comments from parents. I
would like to thank our student ambassadors for showing such confidence, maturity and great akhlaaq to all our
parents who visited. They did an excellent job in guiding the parents across the school. They also helped us raise
money on our food stall.
The children have embraced Black History learning during the month of October, valuing the inspirational individuals
and events from within the BME communities. They remembered and celebrated important people such as Malcolm
X, Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela, Muhammad Ali and many more who have contributed to and helped our
society.
We hope to run a variety of parent coffee mornings and parent assemblies to help our parents become more aware of
what our pupils are learning in school. Please see diary dates below and communication by the school on details for
these events. Jazaakum Allaahu Khayran.

Mental Health and Wellbeing for Parents and Children
Being a parent can be challenging in everyday situations. Now, more than ever, taking care of your mental
health is important. Staying at home more or having to work during a difficult situation can put different
pressures on everyone. There are many organisations than can help families facing challenges.
Changes to our mental health can sometimes affect children and their well-being too. They may pick up on
your anxiety or low mood. When things are different to what we're used to and everyone is going through a
big change, it's important to give children reassurance and support. Looking after your own mental health is
vital to their well-being so do look at ways you can do things together whilst also making time for yourself
too!
In school, we already use many Mindfulness strategies in class to support children with self-regulation and
ensure dedicated reflection time is used to for relaxation and contemplation. Over the coming months, we
will begin implementing more initiatives to promote good mental health and wellbeing. Please see the links
below for more information on how you can help yourself and your child with mental health and wellbeing.
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://actionforchildren.org.uk/
https://www.rethink.org/
http://www.sane.org.uk/

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
MashaAllaah, this month’s attendance winner is Year 5 Class who achieved
97.85% attendance. Well Done!

Procedure for appointments
during school hours
Appointments must not be made during
school time as this disrupts your child’s
school day. However, if you have to take
your child out of school for any set
medical or dental appointment, please
inform the school office prior to the
appointment along with any supporting
evidence of the appointment. This is so
that we can authorise the absence where
we can and your child is not marked as
unauthorised in our register. Please refer
to our attendance & punctuality policy
available to view in the school website for
further details: http://www.aaps.uk.com/

Attendance Matters
Procedure if your child is unwell:
If your child is not well and not able to come
to school, then we ask that parents telephone
the school office on 02033271150 everyday of
their child’s absence.

Parking
Thank you to all those who are respectful of the parking rules around the
school both in the mornings and at the end of the day. This is to keep our
community safe. However, it is very disappointing to see a small number of
parents/carers who continue to park without considering others. Unlawful
parking can cause accidents! Please also think carefully about where you
are parking and do not block people’s driveways. This causes a lot of upset
for residents, leading to complaints to the school by the local community,
thus portraying a negative image of our Deen.
Please refer to above Hadith for guidance.

Hifz Awards
Completion of Juz 30: MashaAllaah to Hamzah Patel, Hawwah Tailor, Yusuf Hasnat &
Aymaan Ahmad
Completion of Juz 1: MashaAllaah to Aleemah Alam & Hawwah Tailor
Completion of Juz 4: MashaAllaah to Sulaymaan Mohmed
Completion of Juz 6: MashaAllaah to Maryam Patel
Completion of Juz 7: MashaAllah to Marwa Yuusuf
Completion of Juz 29: MashaAllaah to Sarrinah Tamrin
May Allah SWT keep them steadfast in their recitation. Aameen.

SCHOOL PARLIAMENT MEETINGS
We have newly elected School Parliament members for this academic year. The children, chosen
by their peers to represent the classes across the school, have settled into their roles and have
already begun work raising the pupil voice across the school. We meet every Thursday from
3.25pm - 3.50pm to discuss topics, issues and initiatives that affect them and their learning
environment. As part of their responsibilities, the members decide on their own an agenda, share
new ideas, and vote on a number of school-related issues. Currently, the members are deciding
on the specific responsibilities each member will take on for example, friendship minister, resource
minister, reading and writing minister. The members are also looking into ways they can share the
actions they are taking including having their own segment in the monthly newsletter!

Chickenpox

Odd Socks Day

We have had a number of confirmed cases of
chickenpox in the school over the past few
weeks. Chickenpox is a common childhood
illness caused by a virus. Children with
chickenpox need to stay home from school
until the spots have crusted over (usually 56 days after the spots appear). Therefore,
please inform the school if you suspect your
child has chickenpox. Further information &
advice on chicken pox can be found by
clicking on the following NHS link:

On Monday 15th November 2021, the children
and staff at Azhar Academy Primary School,

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/

along with thousands of children in others
schools, will be taking part in Odd Socks Day
to celebrate the start of Anti-Bullying Week.
Odd Socks Day is a national event which takes
place every year to help raise awareness
about bullying. It’s an opportunity to
encourage people to express themselves and
celebrate their individuality and what makes
us all unique!
Please support the
cause by coming into
school on this day wearing odd socks, and
donating £1. JazakAllaahu Khayrun.

Junior Travel Ambassadors
(JTAs)

DIARY DATES
EVENT

DATE

Staff INSET (school closed to pupils)

Monday, 8th November 2021

Year 1 Trip to London Zoo

Wednesday, 10th November
2021

Year 6 SATs Zoom Meeting

Thursday, 11th November 2021

EYFS Coffee Morning - Developing
Language

Friday, 12th November 2021

Anti-Bullying Week Odd Socks Day

Monday, 15th November 2021

Nursery Traditional Tales
Workshop

Friday, 26th November 2021

Year 6 Trip to Frogmore Paper Mill

Friday, 3rd December 2021

Year 5 Trip to Imperial War
Museum

Thursday, 9th December 2021

Year 3 Trip to British Museum

TBC

Year 2 Trip to Pudding Lane/ British
Museum

TBC

Year 4 Trip to the Museum of
London

TBC

Reception Trip to Gruffalo World

Wednesday, 1st December 2021

Reception Parent Phonics Training

TBC

Winter Break

Monday, 20th December 2021 –
Monday, 3rd January 2022

Staff INSET (school closed to pupils)

Tuesday, 4th January 2022

Our JTAs are an eager team who consist of two
pupils from Years 1 to 6 and are responsible for
promoting active travel such as walking, cycling,
scootering and road safety. The Junior Travel
Ambassador scheme is run by TfL (Transport for
London). In school, the JTAs work with the
school Travel Plan Champion – Ms Sanaa, to
conduct surveys and promote sustainable and
safer travel. This term, the Ambassadors have
been working on creating informative posters
that promote healthier and greener modes of
transport to school. Take a look at some of their
amazing posters. We are very proud of all of
them.

!!AZHAR ACADEMY GIRLS SCHOOL OPEN DAY!!
We are delighted to announce that AAGS will be holding an Open Day on Friday,
26th November 2021 at 235A Romford Road, E7 9HL – Further details of this will be
communicated to parents in the next few weeks.

HelloYellow
We are thrilled to announce that AAPS raised £126 for HelloYellow to support young
people who are suffering from mental health.

Islamic Studies Corner
Islamic Studies
Last term the children studied the topic of Aqaaid and they learnt all about the different
Islamic Beliefs we hold.

Year 6 - We learnt
about the 4 Khalifa's
and the Miracles carried
out by different
prophets in Islam.

Year 5 - We learnt about the
importance of Jannah and
Jahannam and the infinite
beauty of Jannah.

Year 4 - We learnt about the significance of time
in Islam, the arrival of the Dajjal, Imam Mahdi and
the lessons taught by famous scholars such as
Tamim Ad-Dari.

This term, the children will be exploring the topic of Fiqh. In particular, we will be studying the
correct manner of performing Wudhu and Salaah. The children will be learning how to perform
Wudhu and Salaah practically with guidance from the Islamic Studies Teachers Insha'Allaah.
Additionally, we will also be learning to recite the Adhkaars after Salaah, which will be taught
to the children and displayed on a poster as a visual reminder in the hall.
Reminder to Parents: Please support your children in performing Wudhu according to the
correct method and performing Salaah with the correct actions, Surahs and Duaas. Should you
require further assistance, please refer to the Fiqh section in your child's Islamic Studies Book
for a step-by-step guide on how to perform Wudhu and Salaah for boys and girls.

EYFS NEWS
Asalamu’Alaikum from everyone in the Early Years Team!
We have had an incredible start to the year so far, Alhamdulillah. We have been very busy
taking part in lots of different activities and fun learning.
We used our measuring and counting skills to make and decorate cupcakes, as a lot of children
were interested in baking. Children used measuring jugs to weigh the ingredients and count
them. They spread the icing on the cupcakes independently then decorated them with
sprinkles. We also made milkshakes making sure we carefully poured out the milkshake into
our cups. The children developed their understanding of how things work as we spoke about
the blender, electricity and turning the knobs on and off.
We had lots of fun using a hammer to break open a pumpkin and scoop out the inside.
Children developed their hand eye coordination when using the hammer to aim to hit the
pumpkin. It was messy, gooey but lots of fun! Take a look at the pictures below.

children enjoyed
the autumn
walk,
we looked at the berries, conkers and full-time children climbed a tree
AUTUMN
WALK
TRIP
on the 2nd day.
Children are enjoying riding various bikes and scooters in the primary playground.

Supporting your child’s learning at home
You will have noticed that we provide a range of homework for your child to do either
independently or with support from parents. The types of homework can range from hands on
activities such as using playdough to pat, roll and mould. This will encourage fine motor skills and
creativity. We also send home writing activities to encourage your child mark make and develop
firm pencil grips. Please support your child to write their name.
Sharing books is a great way to promote a love of reading and learn new words too. Your child
will bring home a reading book to share with you at home. Please ask your child’s key person
about when your child has library day so they can change their book. We love sharing ideas on
simple activities you and your child can do together, so please do ask us if you would like some
more help with home learning. We hope you enjoy them. We would be delighted to see any
photos of things your child does at home on Tapestry.

Snack Money
We do not receive any funding from the
Government for snacks. We kindly ask parents
to make a donation of £1.50 per week towards
the cost of the snacks your child eats during
their Nursery sessions and for resources. For
Reception, this is 50p. This allows us to provide
good quality, healthy food for your child.

DRESSING FOR THE
COLD WEATHER!
The cold weather has arrived quite early on in
comparison to the autumn term last year.
Outdoor learning is essential in early years, so
please ensure your child has a warm,
waterproof coat, a hat, scarf and gloves as

Please pay at drop-off times to one of the

necessary to keep themselves warm when

nursery practitioners/teachers

they go outside.

on duty. Thank you.

APPLYING TO AAPS RECEPTION CLASS 2022
Please note that applying to Azhar Academy Primary School does not guarantee a
space. You can view our selection criteria in our admissions policy which is accessible on
our school website.

Please ensure that you also apply to other schools for a reception place as
a precautionary measure, as we have limited spaces available.

SCHOOL TRIPS...
YEAR 1 TRIP TO THE POLLOCKS TOY MUSEUM
The Year 1 class visited Pollock’s Toy Museum as part of their learning in History –
Toys, Past and Present. They participated in a workshop looking at toys through the
ages where they were able to touch, explore and discuss how toys have changed
through different periods of history. In particular, they looked at the materials used
in making toys and the mechanisms that make them work. The children were able
to ask questions and offer their own ideas. They then explored the different rooms
of the museum and viewed real examples of toys from all eras.

YEAR 2 TRIP: A TOUR OF LONDON
Our Year 2 trip was focused on our topic of exploring London with links to literacy
books Katie in London and Rosie Revere. We have been learning about famous
monuments in London such as the Tower of London and Tower Bridge and many
other landmarks. The tour bus really successfully bought these locations to life for
the children and it was extremely exciting. We stopped off at the Buckingham
Palace where we saw the Queen’s guards before we headed off back home.

YEAR 4 TRIP TO THE CELTIC HARMONY
This term, the children have been learning about the Stone Age through to the Iron
Age. What better way to end the term and enhance their learning of the topic by
visiting Celtic Harmony based in Hertfordshire! Here they witnessed a fire being
made using simple nature resources, the process of flint knapping and even got to
build their own dens! This was definitely a memorable trip – one where there was
lots of trekking but being immersed in nature and learning about the nature of
people before us, left Year 4 completely mesmerised!

YEAR 6 TRIP TO THE OLYMPIC PARK
Year 6 visited the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park II. The children were investigating
rivers in Geography and went on a guided tour by the National Canal Trust. They
walked along a canal, observed locks on how they operate today and in the past.
The children also explored other historical aspects; they learnt about how items
were transported, looked at where the horse stables were as well as the reasons
why pebble stones were laid
on the ground.

GUIDANCE FOR PARENT WHO VOLUNTEERS ON
SCHOOL TRIPS
If you have any questions about a school trip, please see the class teacher. We do appreciate
your help on school trips – it would be difficult to organise visits outside school without parent
volunteers. The aim of this guide is to give you all the information you need to make your time
both worthwhile and enjoyable.


Parents may not always have their own child in their group.



Mobile phones and cameras are not permitted to be used.



All children need to be treated equally e.g. your own child cannot be given food/sweets.



The teacher will give parent helpers a list of children for whom they are responsible.



All children are told that they must stay with their group and the group adult at all times.



If the trip involves a coach journey, please help the children in your group to put on and fit
their seatbelts. Children are not allowed to eat or drink on the coaches. The class teacher has
sick bucket/bags, if needed.



The class teacher is responsible for ALL first aid and medication. The class teacher leads the
rules, routines and expectations for the day. Please help the teacher by ensuring your group
follows all instructions e.g. when to eat and drink.



If there is a medical or other emergency, let the class teacher know immediately. The class
teacher is responsible for contacting the school in emergency situations.



If you need to leave your group for any reason, please inform another adult.



If appropriate, children will be permitted to bring their own money on the trip. This should
not be supplemented in any way nor gifts bought for individual children or groups.



Parent volunteers are asked to keep the same degree of confidentiality as in school. If you
have any queries or problems concerning the trip, please direct these in the first instance to
the class teacher, or if you would rather, the Head teacher on return from the trip.

INTERNET SAFETY
There has been a lot of media reports this week about Netflix's ‘Squid Game’. This is currently
the most watched show in 90 countries and nearly all episodes of the '15' rated show contain
violent and gruesome scenes.
Scary communication in the media often creates a sense of alarm which can become selffulfilling. Although it seems counter-intuitive, it is usually best not to name the frightening
content.
The following link provides useful advice to parents on how to speak to their child about
various online scares.

